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Why Can’t You Behave? by Cole Porter  1948 (from Kiss Me 

Kate) 
 
 
Eb(½)   Caug(¼)   C7(¼)   Fm7(½)   Bb7(½)  
 
 

Eb      F7b9(½)   Bb7(½)   Eb        Eb(¾)  Bb7(¼)   Eb   G7b5(¼)  C7b9(½)   F7(¼)    Bb       Bb 
Why   can't you           behave?             Oh,       why  can't       you          be        have?       After 

Bbm9(½)   Dbma7(½)   Ab                     G7(¼)  G7b5(¼)  Caug(¼)  C7(¼)   F(¼) F7(¼) Fm7(¼) Bb7(¼) 
all the       things you  told me, and the promis        es    that         you      gave,                    oh, 

Eb      F7b9(½)   Bb7(½)   Eb        Eb 
Why   can't you           behave?              
  
 

Eb    F7b9(½)   Bb7(½)   Eb        Eb(¾)  Bb7(¼)   Eb   G7b5(¼)  C7b9(½)  F7(¼)  Bb       Bb 
Why can't you        be   good?            And       do     just         as          you     should?   Won’t you 

Bbsus2(½)   Dbmma7(½)  Ab                G7(¼)  G7b5(¼)  Caug(¼)  C7(¼)   F(¼) F7(¼) Fm7(¼) Bb7(¼) 
turn that      new leaf       over, so your baby            can be            your    slave?                  Oh 

Eb    F7b9(½)   Bb7(½)   Eb        Eb(¾)   Bb7(¼)    
Why can't you           behave?              There’s a  
  
 

Eb(¼)   Eb6(¼)   Baug(¼)   Eb(¼)   F7b9(½)   Bb7(½)   Eb        Eb(¾)   Bb7(¼)    
farm    I             know       near    my  old        home town.               Where we 

Eb(¼)   Eb6(¼)   Baug(¼)   Eb(¼)   G7b5(½)   C7b9(¼)    F7(¼)  Bb    Bb    
two      can       go             and     try            settlin'          down.              There I’ll 
Bbsus2(½)  Dbmma7(½)   Ab                          G7(¼)  G7b5(¼)  Caug(¼)  C7(¼)  F(¼) F7(¼) Fm7(¼) Bb7(¼) 
care for     you          forever, ‘cause you’re all      in the     world      I        crave.                  Oh 
                                               well    at         least ‘til you   dig           my    grave. 

Eb      F7b9(½)   Bb7(½)   Eb        Eb  
Why   can't you           behave  

  
 

 


